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St Patrick’s Day 

Two useful links: 
http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Parthenon/1502/stpat.html

www.nando.net/toys/stpaddy/stpaddy.html
1. Fill in the following story of St Patrick’s life :

[image: image2.wmf]He was born on ___________________ in _________________ . His name was ________________ . His father was ________________________. When he was 16 __________________________________. He spent ____ years in Ireland as a ________ . He managed to __________ and went to live in a ___________ in France..

In _____ he went back to Ireland and converted the people of Ireland. He  died on ______________ _______.The only two documents we have are called ___ __________ and  _ _________ ___ __________.

2. Legends and traditions 

1. Explain why, according to the legend, there are no snakes in Ireland :
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2. Who are the Leprechauns ?
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3. Why is the Shamrock associated with St Patrick and Ireland?
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4. What is The Wearing of the Green ?

5. What is a Shillelagh ?
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6. What is the Harp of Dagda ?

3. Are these traditions or symbols Irish, American or both ? 

	St Patrick’s Day traditions 
	Ireland
	US

	Wearing green
	
	

	Having parties, festive dinners and dances
	
	

	Parades
	
	

	Putting up green decorations
	
	

	Sending greeting cards
	
	

	Eating green food and drinking green beer
	
	

	Wearing shamrock on clothes
	
	

	Leprechauns
	
	

	Shillelaghs
	
	

	Kissing the Blarney Stone
	
	

	Making green cakes and shamrock shaped cookies
	
	

	Having a holiday
	
	

	Having music in pubs
	
	

	The Drowning of the Shamrock
	
	

	Wearing green hair ribbons or a harp badge
	
	


	4. Fill in the following crossword

Across
3. A wooden stick, symbol of St Patrick's Day.
6. A Celtic god, owner of a magic harp, symbol of Ireland.
8. A little man, symbol of St Patrick's day.
10. The people of Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Brittany.
13. The people of Ireland.
14. St Patrick spent 6 years as one in Ireland.
15. Where the largest parade is held on St Patrick's Day.
16. The name of the patron Saint of Ireland.
17. The ancient religion of the Celts before St Patrick.
Down

1. Where you can find a magic stone.
2. One of Ireland's favourite drink.
3. Legend says there aren't any in Ireland thanks to St Patrick.
4. The Irish national colour.
5. There are hundreds of them all over the world on St Patrick's Day.
7. St Patrick's Day is on the 17th.
9. St Patrick's Day is one.
11. A three-leaf clover, symbol of St Patrick and Ireland.
12. People have one on St Patrick's Day.
13. The name of the country.
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Glossary

	an official = un fonctionnaire
	clover = du trèfle
	a stick = un bâton

	slavery = l’esclavage
	a slave = un esclave
	oak = du chêne

	to escape = s’échapper
	a leaf = une feuille
	to outlaw = interdire

	a priest = un prêtre
	wooden = en bois
	a stone = une pierre
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